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CHUMASH.
DIALECTS AND TERRITORY.

The Chumash languages are more difficult than the Costa-

noan, and it is less feasible in this family to reconstruct forms

given in an imperfect or inconsistent orthography. Five mis-

sions were founded in Chumash territory: San Buenaventura,

Santa Barbara, Santa Ynez, La Purisima, and San Luis Obispo,

the first two being on the coast, the three western ones a short

distance inland. Data are available on the dialects of all of

these missions except La Purisima. In addition there were the

dialects of the northern Santa Barbara islands (represented by

a vocabulary from Santa Cruz), which not only were Chumash

but have given this name to the family. The islanders received

no missions of their own, but were brought to the mainland.

The known Chumash dialects fall clearly into three divisions.

One group comprises the district of San Luis Obispo. Another

embraces the islands, so far as these were Chumash and not

Shoshonean. All the remaining territory within the limits of

the family was included in what may be called the principal or

central group. Within this division San Buenaventura, Santa

Barbara, and Santa Ynez show variation. Other dialects32 very

likely existed also, but have not been recorded. The Santa

Barbara idiom is more similar to Santa Ynez than to San Buena-

ventura; where one of the three differs from the other, San

Buenaventura is exceptional three times out of four. The

island dialect, assuming it to have been comparatively uniform,

so that the Santa Cruz material may be taken as representative

of all the islands, shows no special affinity to any one of the

dialects of the Central division. The same seems true of San

Luis Obispo, but this idiom would seem to be more specialized

than the island dialect. Graphically the relations may be

represented thus

:

S Y
S Ba

S L O Id
S Bv

32 See, for instance, present series, IV, 138, 1907.


